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Artist Statement

	 Utilizing ephemeral sound and everyday materials I create performances and objects which I 
hope will open people to creative discovery.

	 For 20 years I have used sound as the primary source material in my artwork and perfor-
mances. Out of the detritus of laminated objects that I collected while performing “Lamination Ritual 
- The Sound of Lamination” featuring an amplified laminator, I began assembling artworks that have 
evolved into book-like objects and assemblages. Many of these “books” are actually containers of 
one sort or another which house a specific collection of objects, collages, laminated pages and audio 
recordings based on a concept or theme. The use of everyday objects, laminations  and the sponta-
neous clipping of The New York Times are prevalent in my visual work. 

	 As a sound artist Ken Montgomery finds novel ways to work with sound. He has created 
an audio-only CD-ROM (Inner Eye / Outer Ear), a record label for experimental music (Generations 
Unlimited), the first sound art gallery in NYC (Generator), and a Ministry devoted to conducting one-
on-one listening rituals (The Ministry of Lamination). Since 1985 he has been performing multi-chan-
nel sound concerts in intimate settings, often in total darkness.  Montgomery began creating sound-
tracks for non-existent films in 1979 and distributed them on cassettes through what became known 
as the International Cassette Network. In composition and performance Montgomery has employed 
an ice crusher, an aquarium, a refrigerator, a hand massager and a laminator, to name a few. 

	 Montgomery has presented his sound work in Europe, Canada and the U.S. In New York his 
sound work has been heard at The Whitney Museum,  P.S. 1, The Kitchen,  White Columns, Rotunda 
Gallery, Issue Project Room, Pierogi 2000, Experimental Intermedia, P.S. 122,  Roulette, Lotus Music 
& Dance, Gargoyle Mechanique, and The Pyramid Club. In December 2008 he performed an eve-
ning of octophonic concerts at Art Damage Lodge in Cincinnati, Ohio. Montgomery was Artist in 
Residence at the Spritzenhaus in Hamburg in 1999. He received a Sound Art Fellowship from Media 
Alliance and The Jerome Foundation in 2000, and in 2003 he was awarded a NYFA Fellowship in 
Computer Arts. In 2008 Montgomery was a visiting artist and taught Sound Art and New Media at the 
University of Cincinnati - College of DAAP. 

Exhibitions

Inner Eye/Inner Ear -  DAAP Faculty Show, University of Cincinnati - Cincinnati, Ohio, 2008
Fun & Games (and Such...) - Center For The Book Arts, New York City, 2008
Mapping Correspondances- Center For The Book Arts, New York 2008
Mutilated/Cultivated Environments - Center For The Book Arts, New York City, 2006  
Laminography - Hudson Guild Gallery II,New York City March 2004
Lamination Ritual - Gigantic Arts Space, New York February 2004
Found in France in the Woods-The Budget Gallery, San Francisco, CA. June 2003 
Ticket, Trash, Crazy - The Museum of Temporay Art, Tübingen, Germany May 2003 
Slice of Life - Recession 2003 at Cynthia Broan Gallery, NYC February 2003
Artstream - Sounds From Near & Far - New Media Scotland/ 
  Red House Centre for Culture & Debate, Sofia, Bulgaria 2002
Laminations -The Erik Salvaggio Museum of Modern Living 2002



Stardust - Moderne Museet Stockholm, Sweden August, 2000
Volume: Bed of Sound - P.S.1 - Long Island City, July 2000
Subject To Sound -The Rotunda Gallery - Brooklyn, NY March 30 - May 20, 2000
QUIET! Noise Devices - Lump Gallery, Raleigh N.C. 1998
Sound By Artists -L.A.C.E  Los Angeles, CA 1997 
Constriction - Pierogi 2000, Brooklyn, NY 1996
Mall Muzak - The Art Mall, The New Museum of Contemporary Art, NYC  1992
Icebreaker - Caught in a Box,  Art in General, New York City 1992
Icebreaker - Installation, Generator Sound Art Gallery, New York City 1992

Selected concerts

ARM (Artspace Rondeel Maastricht) - Maastricht, Holland  December 21, 2009 
Art Damage Lodge - Cincinnati, Ohio December 6, 2008
Issue Project Room - Brooklyn, NY September 19, 2008
Mix Festival NYC - New York City, November 18, 2007
Eclectric Eclectics Festival - Meaford, Ontario August 4, 2006
Hudson Guild Theater - New York City, March 20, 2006
804 Noise Festival - Richmond VA. Oct. 8, 2004
Singuhr - Hoergaleries in Parochial - Berlin, Germany Aug, 2004
Roulette Mixology Festival - New York City 2003
Lotus Music & Dance - New York City 2002
Kunstverein - Düsseldorf, Germany 2001
Johanneskirche - Düsseldorf, Germany, 1999
Experimental Intermedia Foundation - NYC 1998
The Kitchen - New York City 2001/1994
P.S.122 - New York City 1991

Grants & Awards

Visiting Artist - Guest Teacher of Sound Art & New Media - University of Cincinnati (DAAP) 2008
Manhattan Community Art Fund - 2005
New York Foundation for the Arts -  Computer Art Fellowship  2003
Director’s Citation, Black Maria Film Festival - Lamination As a Virtual Metaphor video 2002 
Experimental Television Finishing Funds Grant - 2001 
Media Alliance Sound Art Fellowship  - 2000
SpritzenHaus - Artist-In-Residence - 1999
Harvestworks Inc Artist-In-Residence - 1997
Foundation for Contemporary Performance Arts Inc. - Generator Sound Art  1992
Appointed Minister of Lamination/The Kingdoms of Elgaland & Vargaland - February 13, 1995
Meet The Composer -  Generator 1989-1992

Curator

Structured Noise from the Generator, Roulette, New York City  May, 1994
Generator at Spaces Gallery, Cleveland Ohio 1991
Generator Experimental Sound Art Gallery, New York City 1989 - 1992

Recorded Works



Birds + Machines - Pogus Productions, New York, 2010 
GenCon Duets - GD Stereo, New York, 2010 
What Are You Afraid Of? - Juvenilia CD, Cabinet Magazine, Issue 9, New York,2002 
Space Bar - Typing Aloud CD Nové Zámky, Slovakia 2002 
Pondfloorsample- double CD -XI Records, New York 2002 
Outer Ear/Inner Eye - CDRom - Generator Sound Art, New York 2002 
The Sound of Knäckerbröd Being Laminated - CD, A.T.M.O.T.W.  New York  2000 
Wake Up - Because Tomorrow Comes -  CD, Köln, germany 1999 
Washing The Hare - Psychogeographical Dip.  CD, GD Stereo, New York  1998 
Icebreaker  edited re-mix of Ice Breaker released on Tellus MiniMall 1992 
Keystone Model CC 16 -  State of The Union CD- Produced by Elliot Sharp 1992 
The Sound of Lamination - 7 inch, A.T.M.O.T.W.  New York  1994 
Beyond My Ken - LP, Disco Esplendor Geometrico Madrid, Spain 1989 
GenCon New Dramtic Electronic Music LP, w/Conrad Schnitzler, Generations Unlimited 1988 
Greatest Hits -LP, De Fabriek, The Netherlands 1985  
Mall Muzak - The Art Mall - installation at the New Museum of Contemporary Art NYC, 1992 
Gen Ken & Equipment -Cas. Self Produced, 1981

Websites

www.genkenmontgomery.com

www.atmotw.com

www.nyfa.org

www.MinistryofLamination.com/


